Bony pathology in the cancer patient.
Bony pathology in the cancer patient represents a significant source of morbidity and mortality. Complications include insufficiency and pathological fractures resulting from either medical treatments or bony metastases that can cause significant functional limitations. Additional complications include spinal cord compression, hypercalcemia, and bone marrow failure. Rehabilitation management of such conditions is reviewed, with an emphasis on diagnostic and therapeutic management. Bracing and focused rehabilitation programs facilitate maximal participation and functional outcomes, which can result in an enhanced quality of life. Specific rehabilitation goals and strategies are discussed, with an emphasis on tailoring these according to the functional staging of the patient.